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Februarny 2004 We firet uzad Avastin as
an njectable into the eve in 20035, and
Lucentiz was apploved in 20067
Avastin spread globally becausze it
was affoidable and it wotked, he said.
In the meantime, since Genentech
would not do a tifal fof Avastin to be
used fof macular the
Mational Instihetes of Health spon-
soled a tfial to compale Lucentiz and
Avastin head-to-head. Results shonld
be published either in late Apgil of

eally May "We ale anxiously awaiting
the [egultz.”
Dwpctols ale incentivized to

use Lucentiz, he said Medicate Ie-
imburzes physicians & pelcent of the
sales plice fof the diug they use, and
Genentech stalted a Iebate plogfam
for ~vohume Lucentis usels.
“Although that amount: to being
paid double and a sum of mon-
ey, up until now 60 pefcent of U.S.
doctols use Avastin owvel Lucentis,”
he zaid. “That's feally a cledit to oul
profession that so many doctolz ale

HEALTH

by Regenslon.

Dr Adrian Lavina, an

in Fegenelons VIEW 1 study, offers his
patients the choice to use VEGE Trap
Bye at hiz practice. Retina Cale Spe-
cializts in Palm Beach Gardens.

“Thiz diug Iz csimilar to Lucentis in
that it represses VBEGE:, but it has a
highes affinity; he said. “Tt binds mole
tighthy to VBGE molecules and anothel
mlecile, Placenta Giowth Pactor.”

While Lucentiz = given evely foul
weeks fol two veals, longel aof
time can go between doses of VBGE
Trap Eye. and even though Lavinas
patient, Otto, said that the injection is
painless, people don't like getting an
injection in theil eye.

Fot the VIEW 1 study: which started
about a yeal and a half ago, aftel a
loading dose of thies monthly injec-
tions the patient gets a VBGF Tiap Bye
injection ewvely two months, [athel
than once a month. Initial Tesults wele
Ieleazed n Movember 2010, and VBGE
Trap Bye was found to be just as good

Dv. Adriam Lawifa ingects & VEGF Trap-Eve into & patiemts eye to treat macul s degeneration.

concelned with saving money.”

Auetiia, Nolway and Brazil - afe alzo
conducting tiials compaling the two
druge. “In early March thiz yeal, in
the UE, NICE (Mational Institute fof
health and Clinical Excellenca) de-
cided that Lucentiz would not be cov-
eled foI diabetes (diabetic macular
edema), and that's the first example of
a national health ofganization saying.
‘Mo, it's too expensive and we ale not
going to covel it,” Rosenfeld said.

VEGF TRAP EYE
Meanwhile, othel diugs ale alzo in
thialz. One of them iz VBGE Trap Bye

as giving Lucentiz evely single month
aftel one yeal of the trial

The resuliz of a sistel smudy, VIEWZ,
wele [eleazed at the came time and
mimofed the [esultze of the VIEWI
study. Mow [= the ght time to plesent
the diug for FDA appioval, Lavina said.

Lavina uses Lucentiz and Avastin
fol patients who ale not candidates
of interested in taking part in a trial
He also uses Eyetech® Liacugen, a
company headqualteled In Jupited,
in select cases — for high ri=k patients
who've had a lecent stoke, of patients
alfeady stable on Lucentiz. “Tt's a niche
mafket. It alzo binds VEGFs, but onby
one fzofiorm of it. Thete ale five active
izoforme, and medicines like Lucentiz,

and VEGF Trap Eve bind to all five. ”

Mo, Lavina is In the second yeal of
the two-yeal study, whele Injections
ale given evely thise months, mole if
needed.

“It’s vely exciting to give the vely
et and to be able to offel medicines
that ale up and coming and might be
bettel than what i= culfently available
and we have a duty to move oul fisld
forward and be on the folefiont of de-
veloping tleatment,” Lavina zaid.

Fosenfeld, too, finds the advance-
ments in tHeating AMD exciting, and
he agiess that less flequent dosing i=

a I'eal bensfit, but he asks, what will
VEGF Trap Bye cost?

That'z a big question — Lavina said,
because plicing would not be feleazed
umntil after FDWA applioval.

In the meantime, Rosenfeld iz hn-
Ing hiz attention to diy macular de-
genelation. An FDA-apploved diug
1o block anothel dizease [PMH of pal-
myemal noctulnal hemoglobimifia),
Alexion's Soliris iz undsel tial in his
Palm Beach Galdens and MMiami of-
fices. “Its alfeady chown to be a zafie
drug, and we know the applopriate

docage and the dosing inrerval ~




