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GIVE THE GIFT OF SIGHT THIS SEASON
Note: Dr. Michels is available for scheduled interviews and photographs upon request.

PALM BEACH GARDENS, FL (December 10, 2007) – This year, the gift to give may be the gift of sight. The EyeCare America Seniors EyeCare Program may be the best gift you can give this holiday season.

“By age 65, one in three Americans has some form of vision impairing disease. Unfortunately, many are not aware they have an eye disease, or believe their poor vision is a natural part of the aging process,” said Mark Michels, MD, FACS of Retina Care Specialists (www.retinacarespecialists.com).  “We need to reach seniors with the message that proper eye care is a significant component of their overall health.  EyeCare America bridges the gap between the senior community and the quality eye care they need.  By increasing awareness of eye disease and its risk factors and connecting more people with exams and medical treatment, this program works to reduce preventable blindness in the U.S. thereby allowing our seniors to live more fulfilling and rewarding lives.”

All U.S. citizens or legal residents, age 65 and over, who have not seen an ophthalmologist in three or more years, may be eligible for a referral by calling the helpline at 
1-800-222-EYES (3937).  This year-round program will match callers with an ophthalmologist (a medical eye doctor) in their area who will provide a comprehensive medical eye examination and up to one year of care for any disease diagnosed during the initial visit.   In Florida , there are 430 volunteer ophthalmologists.  Those doctors have agreed to accept Medicare or other insurance as payment in full, resulting in no out-of-pocket expense to the patient.  Seniors without insurance receive care at no charge.

The program, co-sponsored by the Knights Templar Eye Foundation, Inc., began nationwide in 1986.  Since that time, 29,807 seniors from Florida have been helped through EyeCare America, a public service program of the Foundation of the American Academy of Ophthalmology.

Encourage friends and family to call the Seniors EyeCare Program and give the gift of sight this holiday season.
About Retina Care Specialists

Mark Michels, M.D., F.A.C.S. and Adrian Laviña, M.D. of Retina Care Specialists are board certified and fellowship-trained ophthalmologists who focus in diseases and surgery of the retina, vitreous, and macula.  

Retina Care Specialists patients have the advantage of access to national collaborate drug trials in a community setting.  With offices in Palm Beach Gardens and Stuart, both doctors bring their unique insight from years of investigational work to benefit their patients every day.

Dr. Michels co-authored an article in the October 5, 2006 issue of The New England Journal of Medicine that reported results from the clinical trial for Lucentis to treat Age-Related Macular Degeneration.   This medication has since been approved by the FDA for the treatment of macular degeneration.

For more information, visit www.retinacarespecialists.com. 
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