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RETINA CARE SPECIALISTS TO PRESENT AT AMERICAN SOCIETY OF RETINA SPECIALISTS ANNUAL MEETING

PALM BEACH GARDENS, FL (November 30, 2007) – Mark Michels, MD, FACS and Adrian Laviña, MD of Retina Care Specialists today announced that they have been invited to present their research at the 25th annual meeting of the American Society of Retina Specialists (www.asrs.org).  

Scheduled for December 1 – 5, 2005 in Palm Springs, CA, the meeting is the largest gathering of academic and private practice retina specialists in the world.

Dr. Michels will display a poster presentation titled “Off Label Use of Ranibizumab in the Management of Venous Occlusive Disease and Diabetic Macular Edema.”

The research reflects the doctors’ initial experience using Lucentis for patients with venous occlusive disease and diabetic macular edema, which are the second and third leading causes of blindness respectively. The hypothesis was that conditions characterized by swelling, subretinal fluid, and bleeding like those seen in wet macular degeneration might respond similarly to macular degeneration patients. These patients have shown better results with Lucentis than with currently available therapies, and the initial results are quite promising.  An FDA-sponsored clinical trial for both conditions is currently underway at Retina Care Specialists.

Dr. Laviña will present results from a study on “Pneumatic Displacement of Submacular Hemorrhage in Exudative Age-Related Macular Degeneration (AMD) Followed by Anti-VEGF Therapy.”

AMD is the leading cause of blindness in Americans above the age of 60, and the wet form is the more rapidly progressive type. Among patients with wet AMD, there is a particularly devastating type where there is extensive bleeding under the macula. This study offers a new approach to this difficult problem, and the early results are promising.

“Our visible presence at international meetings like ASRS further demonstrate our commitment to providing university-level research and care to our patients in a community setting,” said Dr. Michels.

For more information, visit www.retinacarespecialists.com. 
About Retina Care Specialists

Mark Michels, M.D., F.A.C.S. and Adrian Laviña, M.D. of Retina Care Specialists are board certified and fellowship-trained ophthalmologists who focus in diseases and surgery of the retina, vitreous, and macula.  

Retina Care Specialists patients have the advantage of access to national collaborate drug trials in a community setting.  With offices in Palm Beach Gardens and Stuart, both doctors bring their unique insight from years of investigational work to benefit their patients every day.

Dr. Michels co-authored an article in the October 5, 2006 issue of The New England Journal of Medicine that reported results from the clinical trial for Lucentis to treat Age-Related Macular Degeneration.   This medication has since been approved by the FDA for the treatment of macular degeneration.

For more information, visit www.retinacarespecialists.com. 
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