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FDA APPROVES FIRST TREATMENT FOR CENTRAL RETINAL VEIN OCCLUSION (CRVO) THIRD LEADING CAUSE OF RETINAL VISION LOSS
Palm Beach Gardens Retina Specialists Contribute Significant Clinical Data 
 

PALM BEACH GARDENS, FL (June 18, 2009) - The U.S. Food and Drug Administration announced today that it has approved Allergan Inc.'s Ozurdex treatment for macular edema due to retinal vein occlusions. This is the first approved treatment for central retinal vein occlusion, the third leading cause of retinal vision loss in people over the age of 60. As one of the selected testing sites in the nation and one of few in South Florida, Retina Care Specialists (www.retinacarespecialists.com) with offices in Palm Beach Gardens and Stuart, contributed significant clinical data toward this approval. 

Ozurdex is not only the first approved treatment for central retinal vein occlusion, it is also a unique injectable, biodegradable micro-size drug delivery system designed to provide continuous drug therapy to the eye. The tiny implant is painlessly placed in the back of the eye and administers the medication dexamethasone into the retina which treats the edema by reducing swelling and ultimately improving vision. Upon release of its medicine, the implant is designed to dissolve in the eye. 

Macular edema is an eye disease where the macula, a part of the retina located at the back of the eye, swells and thickens due to fluid accumulating or leaking from diseased retinal veins into the macula. When the macula thickens, vision may become impaired. If swelling is caused by retinal vein leakage over a prolonged period of time, permanent visual loss may result
There are two types of retinal vein occlusion, Central Retina Vein Occlusion (CRVO) and Branch Retinal Vein Occlusion (BRVO).
Palm City resident Richard Giuffreda was suffering from macular edema caused by central retinal vein occlusion. In a matter of a few weeks Guiffreda noticed that his vision was deteriorating. He was unable to drive at night, read books or newspapers or use the computer. Guiffreda qualified and was enrolled in the clinical study at Retina Care Specialists. Within weeks of his receiving medicine, his vision improved and he was able to resume normal activities.
"Today’s FDA approval of Ozurdez is a major breakthrough in the future of how we deliver medicine to the eye, said Adrian Laviña, MD. This is also great news for those people suffering from central retinal vein occlusion."
Until now, there has not been a proven treatment for macular edema due to central retinal vein occlusion. Laser treatments have been used as the standard treatment of care and are found to have a modest improvement in some patients with branch retinal vein occlusion. 

Currently, clinical trials are underway to treat macular edema due to diabetes.
About Retina Care Specialists

Mark Michels, M.D., F.A.C.S., Adrian Laviña, M.D. and Paul Gallogly, M.D. of Retina Care Specialists are board certified and fellowship-trained ophthalmologists who focus in diseases and surgery of the retina, vitreous, and macula.  

Retina Care Specialists patients have the advantage of access to national collaborate drug trials in a community setting.  With offices in Palm Beach Gardens and Stuart, each doctor brings his unique insight from years of investigational work to benefit their patients every day.
For more information please visit www.retinacarespecialists.com  or call 561-624-0099

    

